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BABURAM AND GORAKHNATH

When Baburam Bhattarai was returning from Gurkha Durbar after receiving
tika from the priest of Gorakhkali Temple, one Maoist activist told him
that the blessings of Gorakhnath was very significant whether in the
integration of the old Nepal or for the construction of a new Nepal rather
than the sacrifice of thousands of people. He further regretted his past acts
of blackening the face of the priest at the temple and putting on the garland
of shoes on him.

PRACHANDA AND MEDIA

Maoist chairman Prachanda, while inaugurating a FM station in Pokhara
on 2 March, expressed the view that communication is much better in
Nepal compared to India. He appreciated the revolution in the
communication sector in the country.

When Prachanda was giving his speech, one local resident was side-chatting
with a journalist: “That’s why they were involved in murder of journos!”

ARUN-3 AND GOPAL “CHINTAN”

Today Nepalese people are compelled to spend eight-hours a day without
electricity. If the Arun-3 project was constructed 20 years ago, we would
not have had to face this load-shedding. During that time, Gopal Siwakoti
“Chintan” had appeared as a strong leader to protest against the construction
of Arun-3 project. 20 years later, Satjal Corporation, an Indian government
undertaking, has come forward to construct the Arun-3 hydropower plant
and the very “Chintan” is welcoming the project now. When he protested
against the Kaligandaki project, locals had offered him grass to eat, but
now the people from Sankhuwasabha are running around New Plaza area
in Puttalisadak in search of “Chintan” not to offer him grass, but to extend
thanks for his support.

Be that as it may, “Chintan” probably wanted to reward India with the
Arun-3 project.

BY OUR REPORTER

In response to a petition of Habitués
Corpus in the Supreme Court (SC) on
24 February by CM Farooq, an
advocate, running an NGO, Voice for
the Human and Prisoners Right,
Pakistan, the SC has ordered the
government to present the two missing
Pakistani nationals in the court.

The two “innocent” citizens of
Pakistan, Asif Ali and Wallid Sajjad,
are in the illegal custody of the Indian
government, said Farooq. Both are
businessmen and came from Pakistan
to Nepal on 24 June 2006 from PIA
flight number PK-268 and had stayed

at Jagat Hotel, Jyatha, Kathmandu,
just to search business opportunities
of import and export from Nepal to
Pakistan different kind to goods,
including garment, the advocate said.
They used to visit different countries
including Bangladesh and middle
east. On the night of 11/12 July 2006
both were illegally arrested from Jagat
Hotel, by the Nepal Investigation
Department and handed over to the
Indian intelligence agencies at the
Embassy of India, here.

According to reports appeared in
some of the electronic media, both
the persons were taken to New Delhi
from Indo-Nepal Border, Bhairahawa.

BY PRAJWAL SHRESTHA

In spite of the agreement struck
between the government and
rebelling groups in the tarai region,
the political scenario in the country
seems to be getting more murky
and also precarious.

From unrest in different sectors
and increased criminal activities to
direct foreign intervention and the
hardship of the people because of
scarcity of essential commodities,
the situation is getting more and
more difficult for the weak
government led by an ailing and
ageing prime minister.

The seven party alliance (SPA) also
seems to be in grave crisis for
several reasons.

The first sign of that began with
the unrest in the tarai region and

the steady abandoning of the SPA
by prominent leaders of Madhesi
origin. This has greatly weakened
the alliance and all the parties in it
will have to pay a heavy price if the
election is really held.

But again, if the election is really
held as so stridently emphasized by
the SPA government and foreign
powers, then also bigger problems
await for the presently ruling
parties, specially the Nepali
Congress, the UML and the
Maoists. These parties are bound
to lose ground, specially NC and
UML, in an election because of the
Madhes exodus and the presence
of other ethnic based groupings in
the hill areas.

Except in certain urban centres, the
parties have no control in any other
places. This was seen during the

turmoil in the tarai region and also
presently when leaders have not
been able to go anywhere near their
constituencies even when the
election is just about a month away.

However, the most dangerous thing
for the SPA and for the nation also,
is the much-hyped CA election
itself.

First, for the SPA, if the election is
not held, it is in deep trouble, but
if it is held, then also the leaders of
the alliance will be unmasked
because of the false promises they
are making to the people. Do the
leaders of these parties have any,
any programmes to deal with the
myriad problems being faced by
the people?

For example the long hours of load
shedding, the perpetual scarcity of
petrol and cooking gas, the

escalating market prices, the
deteriorating law and order
situation, the alarming increase in
criminal activities, the indiscipline
in all sectors, how will these
problems, which directly affect the
life of the people, be solved?

Can an election automatically
resolve these issues? Surely not.

If the present scenario is to continue
and the leaders of the SPA are to
stay on in power, whether the CA
election is held or not, the country
will be pushed to a dangerous crisis,
from which not only innocent lives
wil l  be lost,  but even the
independence and sovereignty of
the country could be at stake. And
all this, because of the lack of vision
of the present lot of leaders and
their servile attitude towards
foreigners,  specially India.

BY OUR REPORTER

Chinese Assistant Minister for
Foreign Affairs, He Yafei, has said
that China is a strong supporter of
economic prosperity and political
stability in Nepal. Addressing a
function hosted by the China Study
Centre in honour of the Chinese
delegation led by the Assistant
Minister, he said that China is ready
to support Nepal for it to achieve
these two things.

Citing on the century-old Nepal-
China relations, he said, leaders from
several generations have contributed
a lot to develop Nepal-China
friendship.

“My government is committed for a
lasting friendship with Nepal,” he
revealed.

“China has a bitter experience of
colonization,” he said and added that
China has significantly developed in
the economic field.

 “Prosperous and stronger China is
better for Nepal.”

“We want to share our experiences.”

“I believe in sharing good things.”

“In spite of a lot of criticism from
abroad, my government is stable and
strong,” he revealed.

 “China has supported the peace
process in Nepal.”

He denounced the foreign NGOs and
foreigners who are trying to disturb
the 2008 Olympics, however, he said
the upcoming Beijing 2008 Olympics
was the biggest venture for China
and added that China would make
the event a historic success.

Madan Regmi, chairman, China
Study Centre, in his welcome
address, said, the present visit of the
Chinese delegation has remarkable
significance.

“It is truly a critical period in the life
of our nation and we, the Nepalese
people, are fighting hard to preserve
our country’s  sovereignty,
independence and territorial
integrity,” Regmi said.

“We are committed and determined
in our efforts and hopeful for the
strong support from all friendly
countries.”

“A correct assessment of Nepal is
needed, a potential nation from
different account, is not only a part
of the South Asian region, but really
pivotal to greater Asia,” Regmi said.

“Nepal looks forward very much to
developing more vigorous and fresh
areas of bilateral cooperation with
China in a mutually beneficial
manner to promote greater piece

and stability in the region,” Regmi
added. “Nepal has steadfastly
supported the one China policy and
recognized Tibet and Taiwan as being
inalienable parts of China and will
continue to support China in its
peaceful rise as a greater power in
the 21st century,” Regmi said and
asked China to provide full support
to Nepal during the present very
critical time.

In his vote of thanks, Dr Upendra
Gautam, general secretary, China
Study Centre, quoted a famous
Chinese saying: “Paper cannot wrap-
up fire,” and said that those words
of pragmatic wisdom emphasized
reality. Transparent and trustful
communication, cooperation and
harmonious mechanism at all levels
– global, regional, between the states
and between the peoples to safeguard
and promote security, peace and
stability for all of us is needed,
Gautam added.

“We therefore, need to do our best
to keep continuously learning from
Chinese people’s experience, wisdom
and strategic considerations,”
Gautam said.

The nine-member delegation led by
Assistant Foreign Minister arrived
here on 2 March and left here on 4
March.

The delegation participated in the
three-day seventh meeting of the
Consultation Mechanism set up
between the Foreign Ministries of
Nepal and China. The delegation
called on Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala on Monday.  During
the meeting the two sides discussed
on bilateral relations between the
two countries and also consulted on
issues including fuel import and
extension of railways.

BY PUSHPA RAJ PRADHAN

We witnessed the 16-day long tarai
unrest along with violent bandhs and
economic blockade in the hills.

The government, under the active
Indian supervision, reached to an
eight-point deal with the agitating
parties, which ended the violence and
paved the way for the 10 April election.

A noted foreign policy expert made a
serious remark that after the deal,
Nepal has lost her independent
existence. He said, the 28 February
deal was just the first part of the
Indian drama. It is yet to see the two
vital decisions of the South Block –
bringing the newly constituted United
Madhesh Democratic Front (UMDF)
to the political mainstream and
developing the entire tarai as a buffer
zone by separating it from the
Nepalese map. “India is not going to
annex Nepal like Sikkim, but it is
going to fulfill the request of the
Nepalese people for including Nepal
into the Indian map, like the inclusion
of Hawaii in the American map as per
the request of the people of Hawaii”.

“India is developing such an
environment in Nepal,” he remarked.

He said, the 28 February deal is just

a casting, there are many things yet
to be seen.

He described how political
developments took a new turn after
the talks between the NC and UMDF
leaders at the Indian Embassy.

“India has given a clear message by
holding the meeting at the Embassy
premises.”

In fact how the nationalist forces have
been marginalized, how the King, a
strong institution to protect
sovereignty and independence of the
nation, has been suspended, how the
national army, another strong
institution to save the country has
been humiliated, these are the clear
indications of how we are loosing our
nation.

The process of Indianization of the
country was activated from 1989.
India initiated the process of
destabilizing our economic sector;
manipulating political leaders,
intellectuals and academicians and
polluting the youths by distributing
scholarships in a large number. India
engaged Nepal in the Maoist “people’s
war” and invested a lot in the political
parties.

From now onward, India is seeking
for returns from the past investments.

10 killed in
UNMIN
chopper

crash
BY OUR AVIATION CORRESPONDENT

S e v e n  U N M I N  o f f i c e r s
including three crew members
were killed in an UNMIN
Russian MI-17 helicopter crash
over Ramechap Monday.

UNMIN has confirmed the
identities of the three Nepali
UN personnel who died in the
helicopter crash in Ramechhap
district on Monday. Bhim
Bahadur Gurung and Rabindra
Khaniya were liaison officer and
language assistant respectively
with the  UNMIN Arms
Monitoring Office; Rajesh
Maharjan was an UNMIN
vehicle  mechanic .  Four
international arms monitors
died in the accident, from
Gambia,  Indonesia,  the
Republic of Korea and Sweden.
The aircrew from a Russian
company, comprised two
Russians and one Belarussian.

Twenty-four persons, Nepal's
foremost conservationists, were
killed in another Russian
hel icopter  crash on 23
September 2006; Harkha
Gurung was among the killed.

The reason for Monday's crash
isn't known as yet although
there's speculation the chopper
was shit by lightning.

BY GANESH SATYAL

The national convention of women
scribes gathered from across the
nation concluded on Monday after
promulgating a 13-point declaration.

Women journalists representing all
five regions of the nation took part in
the programme organized by the
Sancharika Samuha (Media group).
The journalists held an interaction
programme with administrators of
different media organizations and
news chiefs regarding the problem
faced by women scribes in publication
and electronic mediums and the views
of media organizations on women
journalists.

Women scribes through the 13-point
declaration put forth proposals for
creation of a secure environment for
working women journalists, action
against media organizations not

following the Declaration and
assurance of 33% participation of
women in all media organizations.
The declaration also demands special
attention to pregnant women,
participation of women in major
decision making process, impartiality
in salary distribution and initiatives
for social security among other
demands. The scribes have also
proposed the creation of an
atmosphere for women journalists in
which they can reach important posts

in the Federation of Nepalese
Journalists where the woman
journalist can make decisions, make
an impact on the policy making of
government networking and
proportional representation of women
in decision making posts.

Addressing the gathering Minister for
women, children and social welfare
Pampha Bhusal expressed solidarity
with the declaration paper and shed
light on the importance of women
journalists’ in the field of journalism.

The minister assured that her party
was committed to implement the
declaration.

Likewise, Nepali Congress leader,
Uma Adhikary stressed on the need
to pave the way for participation of
women in the political and policy
making process in journalism.

During the convention interaction was
held with administrators of media
organizations and chief editors relating
to the challenges and opportunities
faced by women journalists.
Participants like veteran journalists
Narayan Wagle of Kantipur Daily,
editor of Kathmandu Post Prateek
Pradhan, Bijaya Chalise of
Gorkhapatra, Dhamendra Jha of
Samachar Patra, Kanak Mani Dixit of
Himal Khabar Patrika, editor Kundan
Aryal, general secretary of FNJ
Mahendra Bista among others
participated in the interaction
programme. They stressed that all
media organizations and the
government should work to
implement the declaration.

Serious setback to NC
BY OUR REPORTER

Seven NC leaders including Bijaya Kumar Gachhadar and Sarad Singh Bhandari,
known as influential party workers from tarai have quit the party.
Laxaman Mehta, Ramjanam Chaudhari, Harai Narayan Chaudhari, Mangal
Prasad Tharu, Sukraraj Samuk Limbu and Arjun Thapa are the other NC
activists who quit the NC and joined newly formed Tarai-Madhesh Democratic
Front.
Likewise, Abhisek Pratap Shah of RPP has also quit the party and joined the
Front.
NC observers say, it is a serious setback for the NC. Observers believe, the day
is no so far when the NC will be limited in the history of Nepal only. It is due
to the non-visionary and doctorial leadership of Girija Prasad Koirala. It is said,
on the one hand the NC is going to be attacked by the Left forces on the other
it is going to be victimized by the communal and regional forces in tarai.


