
community to make their presence
here. Likewise, India unmasked
the behaviour of our political
actors who are totally dependent
upon the New Delhi or the
Lainchour Durbar.

The local people were happy with
the agreement because the bandh
and blockade ended giving relief
to them. They gave no reaction to
such an open intervention of India,
despite small allies in the
government – Nepal Majdoor
Kishan Party and United People’s
Front protesting against the
agreement.

Nevertheless, concerns were
expressed by many media persons
because our government was
acting like a province of India.
Furthermore, India has paved the
way to take control over our
proposed provinces by making
them economically and politically
dependent upon the proposed

new capital of Nepal, New Delhi.

Our political actors are expressing
happiness after the agreements
with different fronts in the
agitation and they are saying that
now there is no force to stop the
CA election. To recall, late Mohan
Gopal Khetan, a noted industrialist
and businessmen, had once said,
the CA election is the Indian
agenda and to hold the CA election
is an anti-national act. He further
recalled that in the 1950 also the
CA election was postponed
considering the Indian threat.

In fact, the CA election is coming
to us as a mess. Into how many
parts is our tiny country going to
be divided and won’t  the
communal harmony be destroyed
after recognizing autonomous
provinces on the basis of castes,
these are the burning questions.
Believe it or not, we are heading
for developing a new Kosovo; we
are heading for yet another
communal conflict, perhaps, it is
a civil war!

(pushparajpradhan@gmail.com)
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The past seven days witnessed
some very dramatic political
scenes. We witnessed the naked
intervention of foreigners in our
internal affairs, and ironically, at
the invitation of our own political
actors. Prime Minister Girija
Prasad had said that he had known
the clue for resolving the tarai
problem. The tarai problem can
be resolved overnight if India
wishes, he had said publicly.
Immediately after such a comment
from the “acting head of the
nation”, the Indian ambassador
had denied that there was any
Indian hand in the tarai unrest.
However, the process for resolving
the tarai issue started from the
Lainchour Durbar. Girija sent
three of his close aide and also
India  confidants,  Mahesh
Acharya, Amod Upadhaya and
Sekhar Koirala to hold talks with

the leaders from the United
Madhesh Democratic Front. The
Indian ambassador himself was
present at the negotiation. Finally
on Thursday, 28 February, the
talks concluded with the 8-point
agreement between the seven-
party alliance government and the
Front. Following the agreement,
the 16-day-long economic
blockade of the hill areas,
including Kathmandu, also ended,
giving relief to the people. During
the bandh days, almost everyday
one person was killed and
hundreds of the agitators were
injured.

Going through the agreement, one
cannot find any remarkable
achievement that the tarai people
have made. Did the tarai people
sacrifice so much for getting
nothing? Of course, they might
have not got anything, but what
India got, this is the big thing.
India has bluntly said to the
international community that
Nepal is under the New Delhi grip
and there is no need for other
members of the international

BY BHOLA B RANA

Under intense, unrelenting pressure from the
Indian government and connivance of Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala, government,
without approval of ruling seven parties and
serious cabinet discussion and approval,
announced twice postponed elections now on
10 April.

The election announcement followed a vague
agreement with a front of three tarai parties on
the 16th day of a crippling, illegal blockade and
strike using blackmail with tacit foreign support.

Vital supplies started moving across border and
inside the country immediately after the
agreement.

CPN-UML and CPN (Maoists) colluded with
Koirala and his faction of the Nepali Congress
to push elections for which there's still no
environment.

Just as Koirala pushed the country towards
instability by signing the illegal Tanakpur
agreement after 1990 during his first
government tenure, Koirala, in his last innings,
has pushed the country nearer to a split and
internal conflict.

Coupled with a momentum for elections, the
secessionist parties said they will continue their
violent movement opposing elections even after
the government,  tarai  front accord.

Author, former minister and CPN-UML
Modhnath Prashit charged the agreement 'in
vague language is an unpardonable attempt to
hoodwink the people' when an 'effective voice
was being raised against One Madesh, One
Pradesh" slogan.

The demand is against the spirit of the April
2006 movement and a federal democratic
structure agreement, he said.

'Congress, CPN-UML and Maoists have
committed harakiri. A scrutiny shows the leaders
have accepted the demand of "one Madesh, one
pradesh," even while denying it, Prashit said.

Koirala has given formal personal and
government consent for a secessionist
movement to split the country united 238 years
ago by King Prithvi Narayan Shah the Great.

Nepali Congress is also heading for its second
electoral defeat at the polls under Koirala; the
party lost the second general election in 1993
when he ordered snap elections when the
Congress held a comfortable parliamentary
majority to rule the a country.

Communists were popularly elected in the world
for the first time when CPN-UML emerged
victorious in the snap polls because of Koirala's
brash politics.

Even after uniting the party past year, Koirala
has again split the party and forced defections

particularly to opposite camps in the tarai and
pro-monarchy forces.

These forces will again defeat the Congress
under Koirala for the second time; communists
have a good chance of staging another stunning
electoral victory.

Bijaya Gachedhar and five other influential terai
leaders quit the party to join tarai forces Monday
in the second round of party defections-the first
defections were led by Mahanata Thakur who
launched the Tarai Madesh Loktantrik Party
and the crippling strike that brought Koirala to
his knees.

Disgruntled voices are also being heard from
within Nepal Army over agreement for group
recruitment to make the organization that united
the country and fought the imperialist Britain
' a national army' and representative.

Three communist constituents in ruling seven-
party alliance have expressed differences over
last Thursday's agreement.

"The agreement has raised the question of
national sovereignty," Amik Serchan of
Janamorcha said.

NMKP Chairman Narayanman Bijukakchaya
said the agreement was controversial and said,"
The independence of the election commission
has been challenged with the issuance of an
ordinance by the government after election
dates were announced. The agreement is a
surrender to foreigners."

Bijukakchaya added: Nepal will turn into a
Yugoslavia or Sikkim.

Glimpses of a reception hosted by the China Study Centre in
honour of the Chinese delegation led by Chinese Assistant Minister
Mr He on Monday.


