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The Royal Nepal Army, known as such
till metamorphosed into Nepal Army
vide interim constitution of Nepal
2063, has traveled a long distance,
covering glorious pages of history,
starting its onward journey with the
constitution of five companies by His
late Majesty King Prithivi Narayan
Shah the Great, i.e. Shree Nath,
Gorakh (old), Kali-Bakhs, Bardawani
and Sabuj, when later felt the
necessities, of a modern army for the
unification and consolidation of
Nepal. The political vicissitude
through which Nepal has traveled
with the passage of time, has
established Nepal Army as a force of
valiant Gorkha soldiers, who have
ceaselessly strived for glory through
their dedication for raison-de-etre,
and the battlefield of Nalapani, Killa-
Kangda, Kumanon Gardhwal, Nepal
British war (1814-1816), Deuthal and
countless others are witness to it.
However, Nepal Army had a larger
role to play at the time of unification
as it fought with major military power
of the region at that time. It was not
confined to roles like maintaining
law and order. Sugouli Treaty signed
between British and Nepal in 1816
and subsequent rise of Rana Rule in
Nepal confined the role of Army to
serve the interest of Ranas in Nepal.
In spite of all those anomalies, the
bravery demonstrated by Nepal
Army in two great wars is known to
all. Coming from the rugged
mountain terrain of Nepal, Nepalese
soldiers, serving in any Army around
the world are known for their valiant
deeds, on account of their
meritorious achievement. However,
the lack of employment and
opportuni ty  for  economic
development have forced them to
hunt around for employment,
consequently, they have served in
British Army and Indian Army, and
they have gone to the battlefield
always for a just cause.

In no country, Army can be separated
from state or society; it cannot act in
vacuum unlike renegade outfits. The
Army is supposed to guard defined
territory with established social
values, since no human society can
go on in the absence of values. The
nation as such is the composite polity
consisting of population, territory
and social norms. Which are the
guidelines of any nation or society.
And it is the state, the Government
with recognized legal mandate, which
is to protect and enforce the social
norms. Particularly, when a
Government, without a due people’s
mandate, pretends to be so, the state
is converted into a rogue state
without least concern for the
suffering of the people and necessity
of state. And at time of need, when,
to Government fails to enforce the
norms or provide solace to the
people, it may seek the assistance of
Army or if the Government turns out
to be a rogue Government, it is the
duty of national Army to guard the
state and its values, nevertheless the
Army is to protect, and enforce
whatever is written in a legitimate

constitution but it can not change it.

Nepal, while peeping through the
mist of antiquity, has traveled
through many ups and down, till
date. The unification of Nepal itself,
was a massive exercise in nation
building, which demanded an
existence of a trained and organized
Army, which had to play leading role
during world episode, which has left
deep impact in human civilization.
But, Nepal being a yam between two
yaks, had to tread cautiously. The
rise of Jung Bahadur Rana in the
aftermath of Kotparva and
contemporary rise of British power
in Nepal, forced Nepal to pursue a
foreign policy of  splendid
isolationism, which had its impact
on Army as well, consequently its
role was mainly confined to
ceremonial procession and to some
extent, serving the interest of Rana
Kleptocracry. The Rana autocracy,
which lasted for 104 years, did not
assume to role of institution builder,
hence Army remained traditional in
terms of warfare technology, however
the deputation of Nepalese Army in
two great wars, has infused some
element of modernity besides
enhancing the fame of Gorkha
soldiers but not without its dark side,
introducing Nepalese soldiers as
Johny Gorkha, earning them the
name of mercenary soldiers, thereby
eroding national personality,
however, Havamal, in old Nordic
Soga, has written “possessions die,
clan die, you will die like them. One
thing, I know, lives forever: The fame
and the deeds of the dead.

Truly, Nepalese Army with its
sacrifice at the altar of patriotism
have paved the way for posterity to
hold their head as high as Himalaya,
as a citizen of free nation, which pride
is a rare illusion for the people of
surrounding country. However some
pragmatist pronounce that gone is
the history, but rationales would not
agree with it, since history does not
consume past glory rather it acts as
a torch bearer, it is always the court
of the history, not of the docile judges,
which has to pronounce its judgment
in the life of a nation.

The political changes in Nepal, in the
year 2007 have brought about
dramatic turnaround in domestic and
foreign policy of Nepal. The foreign
policy of splendid isolationism, which
was followed till than, was abandoned
and Nepal had to have diplomatic
ties with various countries around
the world. The ongoing cold war era
has fragmented the world, which too
had its impact on the national policy
of different country. The Army, at the
time, played its role as protector of
nation and the subsequent political
changes in Nepal, made it mandatory
for institutional development in
Nepal and officers from Nepal Army
were sent to military institute of
international repute tike Sandhrust,
UK, Wellington, USA apart from
NDA and IMA in India besides
establishing a military staff college
at Shivapuri. This was under
modernization programme of the
Army, as a part of institution building

and it had a lasting impact in the
future shape of the Nepal Army.

The question looming large in Nepal
that the Army in Nepal is controlled
by which institution. This question
needs attention in the context of
democratic paradigm. Article 83 of
the constitution of Nepal 2019
stipulated that the Supreme
Commandership of Nepalese Army
shall vest with His Majesty the King
and Article 83(a), which was
introduced through first amendment,
stipulated that COAS of Nepalese
Army shall be appointed by His
Majesty the King and Sub-Article (2)
stipulated that right, function duty
and conditions of service of COAS
were to be defined by law. The
constitutional structure and provision
related to Army indicates that Nepal
Army was always under institutional
control, not individual, however the
deployment of Army and its
regulation was left to parliament
through legislative instrument as
enshrined in Article 83(a)(2) of
constitution of Nepal 2019.
Therefore, it is biased and politically
motivated to infer that directly Nepal
Army is in control of His Majesty. It
is evident from aforementioned
constitutional of provision that Nepal
Army was under institutional control
and directed towards the protection
of national frontiers and service of
the nation. The Army Act 2016, had
provision for disciplinary action
through court martial  and
commissioning in the Army. The
basic structure of this Act was not
even changed by the parliament
under the constitution of the
Kingdom of Nepal 2047, as per its
article 68(1), which further
substantiates that the control of
Nepal Army was institutional not
personal.

Article 119 of the constitution of
Kingdom of Nepal 2047 stipulated
that His Majesty is the supreme
commander of the Nepal Army,
which is in consonance with
international practice and again Sub-
Article (2) stipulated the appointment
of the commander in Chief of the
Nepal Army by His majesty the King
on the recommendation of prime-
minister. However, the Army Act
remained unchanged except few
penal provision amended by Act to
amend some Nepal Act related to
punishment 2055. The democratic
transition of Nepalese society has
raised the question of control of Nepal
Army, however the question to be
considered upon seems to be whether
the Army was used for perpetrating
a regime which did not command the
mandate of the people or is it used
to suppress the genuine protest of
the people? The army was never used
in such manner in Nepal, it was
always mobilized to control the act
which were against the established
political order and to discourage the
activities which were against National
interest by a political authority
commanding legal mandate in a
lawful way.

With the advent of political changes
in 2005, Nepal Army has witnessed

a situation, which has put the country
into a perpetual limbo of political
stalemate in the garb of constituent
assembly election. The opium of
“loktantra”, generated out of 12-point
accord signed among SPAM
members and administered to the
Nepalese people have created a
malevolent atmosphere with the
scarcity of essential material required
to run day to day activities of life.
However, SPAM has tried to
incorporate the doctrine uttered by
Mao Zedong “The party must control
the gun” (Inder Malhotra, Asian age
20 Feb. 2008), however, Mao’s
doctrine may be suitable in a country
where there is a single political party
and political dissent is crushed with
a heavy hand but not in a country
where totalitarianism is not tolerated
and basis of rule is people’s mandate
through adult franchise. The interim
constitution of Nepal 2063, in
chapter 20, Article 144 has made
provision regarding Nepal Army.
Article 144(3) of the constitution
stipulates, “The control, mobilization
and management of Nepal Army
shall be carried out by the cabinet as
per law. The cabinet shall formulate
and execute wide work project for
the democratization of the Nepal
Army on political consensus and
suggestion of the concerned
committee of the legislative
parliament” and the Army Act 2063,
which has repealed the act to delegate
the authority related to Army 2015,
Army Act 2016 and Rights, functions,
duties and service conditions of
commander in Chief Act, 2026, has
tried to introduce Nepal Army into a
new hold. Too much of emphasis is
placed on the word “loktantrik” in
the context of Army in Article 144(3)
and 144 (4). What does the word
loktantra mean, in the context of an
institution created to guard the
national frontiers, do the Army
soldiers have to defend themselves
with rose petals when they are fired
upon or do they have to light a
candlestick when the country is
burning.

The guarding of national frontiers or
preserving the national integrity
cannot be left to mere political
rhetoric; it needs a truly national
Army with a dedication of the highest
degree. Any confusion, in the destiny
of Nepal Army may impair the
martial spirit, which has taken
centuries to inculcate in it. The Army
must be left to remain a truly
committed national force. And it will
not be out of place to quote Syrian
Poet Nizar Qubbani “our shouting is
louder than our actions, our sword
are taller than us, this is our tragedy.
In short, we wear the cap of
civilization but our souls live in the
Stone Age, nobody knows you exist
in caves. People take you for a breed
of mongrels.”

Therefore, the Army has to be left
into a situation, from where it has to
raise to the occasion whenever
needed and any disturbance in it will
lead to repent when everything will
be finished.

 [The writer is an advocate by profession]

BY DIRGHA RAJ PRASAI

When the country is sinking into the quagmire of break up and division, the
parties, including the Maoist, Nepali Congress and
CPN-UML along with some power brokers such as
lawyers, journalists, teachers and privileged doctors
and the so-called leaders of the civil society are
taking it as a great achievement. Never had the
country fallen into such a sorry state. Political parties
in Nepal could never remain firm in their ideology
and policy. The leaders of the seven parties must
be cursed that they have failed to understand or
pretend to do so, when RAW, the Indian Intelligence
Agency, are trying to seize the whole tarai region
by holding some madhesi groups in its hands. The

Congress and UML leaders, who had made the constitution of 2047 and had
not tired themselves in boasting that it was the best constitution in the world.
But they themselves have tore it down and are now making a drama of the
constituent assembly. What would be the future of this country if a constitution
is made by dividing the country on the basis of federalism and ethnic autonomy.

It is only the monarchy that is a safeguard against the break up of the country
and to stop communist dictatorship in the country. Communists would never
accept parliamentary democracy and communists would never get along with
their class enemies, the parliamentary parties. If parliamentary democracy
is the common path of all democratic ideologies, communism is the dictatorship
of the so-called proletariats. However, the corrupt and deviant leaders of both
the parliamentary parties and the communists are bend on breaking up this
country. In multi-party democracy, constructive commitments hold high
regards and liberalism, tolerance and freedom of expression are the basic
tenet of multi-party democracy. But the Girijas of Nepali Congress, the party
which used to boast itself as the champion of multi-party democracy, are
taking democracy to the graveyard by carrying the agenda of the communists.
The Nepali Congress taking tehe republican path is like the Hindus leaving
Om fromits mantras.

If one evaluates the last two years period of the congress and other republican
parties, one unmistakably finds that they instead of strengthening the country's
sovereignty and independence institutionalized atrocities, terror of forced
donation and extortion, shortage, lack of security and anarchy. People have
been killed, robbed and maimed. In the two-year rule of the seven parties
300 Nepalese have been killed but the government and the parties are not
responsible for this. The principle of check and balance has been shattered.
What is a bigger paradox than the prime minister forcibly being made head
of the state and the Speaker of the parliament putting the state seal. The
Nepalese people losing everything and things like sovereignty, integrity are
slipping away from their hands after the seven-party disregarded the country's
geographical and ethnic complexities and rejected a people-oriented
constitutional monarchy. They are breaking the country by making the
constituent assembly a means. The constituent assembly election is nothing
but a sham and deception. Now, if this country is to be saved there is no
alternative than the nationalist forces to get united and consolidated.

If parliamentary democracy is to be strengthened and sustained in Nepal,
there must be a principle when there must be coordination and a balance
between nationalism, monarchy and parliamentary democracy. There must
a consensus to maintain Hindu and Buddhist kingdom if a small country like
Nepal is to safeguard its identity and security perceptions. There must be a
law to confiscate all property and assets of 5,000 corrupt ones from 2047
and 2063 who looted the state coffer backed by state power. Then the activities
and lifestyle of the failed leaders of the seven parties and some vagabonds of
the civil society should be investigated upon by a high-powered commission
to find out from where they are being operated upon. No country can remain
safe with such leaders given a free rein of the state power. The way Arun III
and the Karnali hydropower projects have been sold by such huge commissions
and misappropriations, the implementation of these projects must stopped.
There should be an all sector council of ministers formed by scrapping the
present government.

What is the use of the present Nepal Army and the nationalists which have
remained a mute spectator of the naked aggression on the country's
sovereignty? The present Indian ploy is to merge Nepal into Indian like it did
to Sikkim and for that India has been making the seven parties, the media
on its pay roll and other to parrot that 'monarchy is the cause of a bleak future
of Nepal'. They have been working to trap this country into communal violence.
In this situation, if all true nationalists can rise to free this country from the
dark clutches of the seven parties, it will get support and assistance from
China and other well-wishers of Nepal. The other alternative is to revive the
constitution of 2047 and revert back to February 1, 2003, by forming an all-
sector government and the nationalist forces within the seven parties and
outside to join hands if this country is to be saved. Email :
dirgharajprasai@yahoo.com

BY OUR REPORTER

The central working committee of Rastriya Prajatantra
Party Nepal has elected Kamal Thapa as its president
after its president Rabindra Nath Sharma resigned from
the party chairman on health reasons. Thapa in a

statement after his election to the party's top position said
that the party had decided to participate in the constituent
assembly elections despite the security situation for the
elections remaining precarious.

In the statement, Thapa said movements and agitations have
not yet stopped and the seven-party alliance has seized the

state power. The SPA has been misusing the state media
against the election code and for its own benefit only.

In fact, the political situation for a free, fair and impartial
political situation for the election is still not there, he
said and added in this situation the election would not
reflect the true mandate of the people. "Despite this
situation, the RPP Nepal has accepted the challenge and
decided to jump into the election fray because of its faith
on the people and the party's commitment to the CA
elections," Thapa said.

"This participation of ours is a movement against the
imposition of the despotic rule of the seven parties on
the country," Thapa stressed. The RPP Nepal will use
the CA elections as its campaign to aware the people
against the seed of discord and division, the seven parties
have sown in this country, he added. It is also against
the forceful imposition of the unconstitutional third

amendment in the interim constitution and the growing
foreign interference in the country, he pointed out.

The RPP Nepal will try to establish its conviction that the
country cannot bear the burden of republic and that
constitutional monarchy is the best option to maintain and
safeguard the country's sovereignty and integrity. He said
that the country was totally polarized with the seven parties
on one police and all other parties and the people on the
other.

In the statement he called the people, intellectuals and
others to realize this reality of the country and to
express their mandate in a free, fair and without
prejudice.

Meanwhile, the central committee of the RPP Nepal, making
high evaluation of the contribution of Sharma, has endorsed
to keep Sharma in the high position of leader of the party.


